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THIS AREA... 
IT FEELS A 
LITTLE LIKE 











Z Prey 
tava al ea 





AN AN UN- 
FINISHED | P 
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BUT IF WE 
STRAY TOO 
PAR OFE THE 
PATH, WE'LL 
PROBABLY 
END uP 
STUCK INA 























TIME TO 
GET TO 



































I LIKE 
MAKING 
THESE 
THINGIES. 
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IF YOU ; } : 
KEEP PILING 7 O i 7 i 
uP SNOW, - * 


IT CAN GET 
AS BIG AS 
YOU WANT. 









































HMMM...1 
WANNA MAKE 
IT BIGGER... 





























YOU DON'T 
NEED TO 
CLOSE IT UP 
COMPLETELY. 
WE'D HAVE 
NO WAY TO 
BREATHE 
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ARTIFICIAL 
INTELLIGENCE 
PERSON 
GAVE US? 


















LIKE THERE'S 
DEFINITELY A 
ROUTE THAT 
GOES ON ALL 
THE WAY UP 
TO THE TOP. 


Wa 
Vi 
ti 


if 

















I WONDER 
WHY THEY 
DECIDED TO 
BUILD SUCH 
ABIG CITY 
ANYWAY? 
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It 'cos 
BUILDING 
THINGS IS 
FUN? 


















SHELTERS [| By i BAC) 





DO PROTECT ‘. ‘ PROTECT 
LIKE OUR 
Us FROM ‘SNOW Z) - | THEMSELVES 
THE COLD, FROM 


BUT I MEAN SHEERS 
SOMETHING 
DIFFERENT... 








YOU'RE 
STILL 
THAT 

COLD? 
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“Milt, 











Tt 
DUNNO... 
I 
WONDER 

WHY 
THAT IS? | 






















ISN'T IT 





BRAIN, 
CHII-CHAN? 







I BET IT'S 
BECAUSE 
YOUR BRAIN 
DOESN'T 
USE ANY 
CALORIES 
AT ALL. 











Yul SURE 
HASA 
HIGH BODY 



























































ENGINE'S: 
SLUGGISH... 
































IF THE 
PAST WERE 
BURIED 
IN SNOW 
LIKE THIS 
AND YOU 
COULDN'T 
‘SEE IT... 
































COULDN'T 
YOU GET 
AWAY 

WITH NOT 

Po EVEN WHEN THINKING 
“ol | THINGS GET TOO HARD 
BURIED, THE AND SAVING 

SNOW MELTS YOURSELF 
EVENTUALLY. (~~ enna: 

LIKE ME? 






















WONDER 
WHAT'S UP 
THERE... 


Leben 
rOTOTOTS 


A 





Isn't IT 
HARD TO. 
DRIVE LIKE 
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TM 


CURIOUS 


WHAT'S: 
ON THE 
OTHER 
SIDE OF 
THIS. 
TUNNEL, 
THOUGH. 

















SINCE THIS 









“WANNA 6O- WORLD IS 
TO AS MANY FULL OF 
PLACES AS UNKNOWNS... 


POSSIBLE? 























BUT WE CAN'T 
INVESTIGATE 
EVERYTHING IN 
THE WORLD... 










se AND THE 
AREA We \ 
CAN COVER \ 
1S SMALL \ 












































IT ISN’T 
LIKE 
HUMANS: 
CAN FLY 
THROUGH 
THE AIR... 
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CHII-CHAN... 
THIS IS... 











I's 
PROJECTING 
THE 
POSITIONS 





PANEL: ORBIT SIMLILATOR A.D. 
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IN WHICH 
CASE, THE 
THING WE 

SAW OUTSIDE 
MUST HAVE 

BEEN A... 






TO BE MORE 

PRECISE, IT'S 

OUR SOLAR 
SYSTEM... 








THE SUN 
IS BIGGER 
THAN 


























ISN'T THE 
MOON TOO 
SMALL? 





WHILE 
WE'RE AT 


IT, THIS IS 
THE MOON. 








THE PLANETS 

IN THE SOLAR 

SYSTEM ARE 
ALL REVOLVING 
AROUND THE 

SUN LIKE THIS. 


AND THEN 
THEIR 
MOONS ARE 
REVOLVING 
AROUND THE 
PLANETS. 































WAS 





THAT THEN WHAT'S 
THERE THIS LINE 
BEFORE? STICKING OUT 























IT CAME 
Out WHEN 
T TOUCHED 
THIS. 
4G 202 4 halt 
403 
THERE ARE 
ONE 40) THREE LINES 
BREAKS 7, THAT AREN'T 
OFF CIRCLING 
HERE. ANYTHING... 











THE SECOND 
ENDS OVER 
THERE... 


























HOW FAR 
DOES IT 
GO...7 







































































PAPERS: ARC PROJECT SUSPENDED / 
MARS BASE COMMUNICATIONS CEASE, 
PROJECTIONS SUSPENDED 








TH 
EQUIPMENT 
IN HERE IS 


PROBABLY 


FOR 
LAUNCHING 
IT. 





















HUH? YOU 
WANT TO 
CROSS THAT 
BRIDGE...? 








EY, 
LOOKS LIKE 
WE CAN GET 
To IT FROM 
OVER THERE. 











IF IT’S 
IT’S KIND 6 MEANT TO GO 
OF SWAYING... o// INTO SPACE, 
IS IT SAFE...? THERE MIGHT 
BE SUPPLIES 
LOADED UP 
INSIDE IT. 


























DECIDE TO 
GO TO OUTER 
SPACE? 

















INCREDIBLY 
FAR APART... 








































































































































































































THE 
FOOD-LIKE 
THING I 
SPOTTED 
BEFORE... 











I DUNNO... 
I WANTED 
TO SEE THE 
ROCKET UP 
CLOSE TOO. 






















MAYBE 


TRYING THEY'RE 
TO GO TO BOTH THE 
OUTER SPACE... SAME 
AND US THING — 
INVESTIGATING CURIOSITY. 
THE ROCKET 


TOO... 
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WANTING TO 
KNOW MORE 
WHEN WE SEE 
UNKNOWN 
THINGS...OR 
WANTING TO 
TRY GOING 
REALLY FAR 
AWAY... 






MAYBE IT'S 
HUMAN 
INSTINCT... 


















THEY COULD IT IS, THE 
EVEN GET TO PEOPLE OF 
OUTER SPACE OLD WERE 
IF THEY AMAZING, 
WANTED TO. WEREN'T 

















THERE MUST 
| HAVE BEEN 
AN ERA LIKE 
THAT TOO. 












AN AGE WHEN 
YOU COULD USE 
YOUR TIME NOT 

SOLELY FOR WAR 

AND FOOD, BUT ON 

GIVING SHAPE TO 

YOUR CURIOSITY... 
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I BET YOU 
WOULD'VE HAD 
TONS OF FUN 
IF _YOU'D BEEN 

BORN BACK 

THEN, CHIl- 





THE 
NUMBERS? 






































DOWNSTAIRS... 
THE FIRST 
AND SECOND 
CUT OFF 
PARTWAY... 








THINK 
I'S STILL 
FLYING? 








+HOW FAR 
AWAY IT IS 
NOW... 
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BOOK: THE WORLD AS WILL AND REPRESENTATION IT 















































































































CALL MORE 
THEM USELESS 
USELESS. 








THINKING /) ¢ YOUR 

























































































BACK ON IT, iy) COLLECTION 
THAT WAS AN i) STILL DOESN'T 
iy INCREDIBLE fl COMPARE 
V NUMBER OF TO THE 
! BOOKS... BOOKSHELVES 
Yj IN GRANDPA'S 
ROOM, 
THOUGH. 






































































































































GET 
THE 
UGHT! 















































MANY ‘Y 
Books! |)” 







































¥ ag YuUUU! 


BOOKS! 
(@ @FY* cooxs! 
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IT’S ALL 
BOOK- 
SHELVES 
wn? 















































































































































































































































THERE'S 
GOT TO 
BEA 
LADDER OR 
SOMETHING 
FOR THAT. 











































































































































































































KNOCK IT 
OFF, YUU. T 
CAN'T SEE 
THE BOOKS 


IF WE'RE 
MOVING, 
CAN I? 
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COLLECT 
INFORMATION 
FROM PEOPLE'S 


AND BOOKS 
WRITTEN FROM 


THE 
IMAGINATION. 











V7] THERE ARE 
4 TWO BROAD 
ey CATEGORIES 
OF BOOKS— 











BUT BOTH 
KINDS OF 
BOOKS ARE 
PROOF THAT 
HUMANS 
LIVED AND 
THOUGHT... 























«AND 
STORED 

MANY BOOKS 
IN THEM, 

SUPPOSEDLY. 


AGO, THEY 
BUILT PLACES 
CALLED 
"LIBRARIES"... 





























«GRANDPA 
ALSO SAID THAT 
IF YOU PUT 
TOGETHER ALL 
THE WORDS 
THAT HUMANITY 


THERE'D 
BE MORE 
WORDS THAN 
THE NUMBER 



































WORDS THAN 
THE NUMBER 
OF STARS... 





































































































IT's 
LIKE A 
UNIVERSE 
OF 







































































THOUGHT 
IP? 

















































































































AMAZING. 















































































HOW'S IT 
GOING? 
FIND ANY 
GOOD 
BOOKS? 








FACAGE: COFFEE FLAVOR 

























































































WHAT'S 
THAT? 


THE THINGIE 
THAT WAS 
INSIDE THE 

ROCKET. 
































WRAPPER: NUTRIENT TABLETS 





























YOU MEAN 
"COFFEE"? 




















I THINK 
ITS 
PROBABLY 
Z_|\ WHAT'S-IT- 
@) CALLED. 








































































































sol VS 
GOOD. 
IT 
WAS TOO 
BITTER 
FOR ME, 

















AZ 




















THOUGH... (@ OF... 





















































GRANDPA 























USED TO 
DRINK THIS. 
ALL THE 
TIME. 








yer 























AH. 




















I FOUND A 
BOOK YOU 
MIGHT LIKE. 









































































THIS IS 
A TYPE 









I THINK SO. 



















WONDER 
THOUGH 
THEY'RE ALL 
KINDS WE'VE OF BOOK 
NEVER SEEN CALLED AN 
BEFORE... “ILLUSTRATED 
GUIDE.” IT'S 
A BOOK THAT 
EXPLAINS 
THINGS WITH 
PICTURES. 





COULD 
THESE ALL 
BE FISHI? 







SHAPES. 

















BOOK: (RIGHT) BLUEFIN TUNA, AUKIS / (LEFT) BELTFISH, BARRACLOA 


BOOK: BLUEFIN, LENGTH! 



































































































































































































THEN 
LET'S 
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4, 

































+ YOU KNOW, | 
COLLECTING 
BOOKS... 


«STARTED 
OUT AS A 
HOBBY FOR 
GRANDPA. 
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I GUESS HE 
MADE A POINT 
OF BRINGING 
HOME ANY 
BOOKS HE 
FOUND WHILE 
‘OUT ON A 
MISSION. 














‘ONE REASON 
WAS TO LEARN 
DIFFERENT 
THINGS...BUT 
I THINK THERE 
WAS PROBABLY 
MORE TO IT... 































I THINK 
MAYBE IT'S 

ALL THE 
SAME... 











































LIKE OUTER 
SPACE AND 
CURIOSITY...? 


‘ys 
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BUILDING 
PLANES... 

















MACHINES 
TRYING TO 
MAINTAIN 

THIS CITY... 





















































PEOPLE 
DECIDING TO 
BUILD A CITY 
THIS BIG... 







At: 

















EVEN WHEN 
YOU KNOW = 
IT'S ALL GOING 
TO END ONE 
DAY, YOU > 
CAN'T NOT DO . y 
SOMETHING...... 


















































AND 
THEY'RE ALL 
CONNECTED... 





END OF THAT 
LONG, LONG 








IT’S LIKE... 
THERE'S THis 
SOURCE IN THE 
CORE OF OUR 
HEARTS THAT 
SPURS US TO 
DO THINGS... 























































































































PLAN Mi 
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DID THE 
TRACK 
SNAP...? 









I HAVE 
A BAD 
FEELING... 














AFRAID 
OF THIS... 
THE ENGINE 


































I DON'T 
KNOW...T 
HAVE TO 
TAKE A 
LOOK AT 
THE ENGINE 








IS THERE 














IF THERE'S 
ANYTHING 
I CAN DO, 
JUST SAY 
THE WORD. 








“THERE'S 
NOTHING | 
CANDO. 





























































































































T CAN'T 


00 
ANYTHING, 
60... 
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I WAS 

THINKING 
WE COULD 
TURN IT 
INTO ONE. 

















THE 
CYLINDERS 





ALL RIGHT, 
YOU START 
BY PILING 
SNOW 
INSIDE... 
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WE WON'T 
NEED 
MOST OF 
THIS FUEL 
ANYMORE, 
SO WE'LL 
DRAIN IT... 























WE HAVE 


ADHESIVE 
AND BOARDS 
TO PLUG THE 

HOLES. 


















































































































































THE ONE 
FROM 
EARLIER. 







































































GIGI et 
























































































































































45/46/47 


45 SLEEP 








PROBABLY 
BECAUSE I'M 
EXHAUSTED, 























ARE WE TRULY 
ALIVE WHEN 

j WE AREN'T 

1 CONSCIOUS...? 

































AREN'T WE 
DEAD FOR THAT 
MOMENT...? AS 
I THINK ABOUT 

Mun 


o> 
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JUST KEEP 























Just 
LEAVING 
BEHIND. 




























































































































































































































































































































































































Hor 
1] REALLY Is 
LOW 


sl 
/| GOING ON 
FOOT. 








WHAT WAS: 
THAT THING 
CALLED 
AGAIN? 











WE NEVER 
DID RUN INTO 
ANYONE ELSE 

DRIVING A 

VEHICLE. 


















ONCE WE FINISH 


AND GET INSIDE, 
IT'S A STRAIGHT 










































IS IT Just 
ME...OR ARE 
THERE MORE 
BOOKS IN 
YOUR PACK 
THAN 
BEFORE...? 





















PICKED UP 
MORE BACK 
THERE? 










WE PICKED 
uP AT THE 
LIBRARY 
TOO, SO... 







































rr’s THe} 
ONE you |) 
SCORCHED. 














a TM 
REMEMBER| SURPRISED 


‘COS YOU 


YOU 
Gor map \REMEMBER. 














THE CANNED 
FISH IS 
HEAVY TOO. 
LET'S EAT 
THAT FIRST. 

















HEY, WHAT 
KIND OF 
BOOK |S 
KAPPA? 





































































































THIS PERSON 
GOES TO THIS 
PLACE WHERE 
STRANGE 
CREATURES LIVE. 








HMMM...1 

THINK IT 

MIGHT BE PLA 

A LITTLE Hee 

ON THEIR 
THE CREATURES 
HAVE THESE 
THINGS LIKE 
PLATES ON THEIR 





DIFFERENT. 
HEADS... 
16 THAT 
4 Like Ker’s 
(| PARENTS...? 
HEADS. 
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TT 






























































T'LL RIP 
OUT THE 
MAP NOTES 
FIRST. 








WHAT WE 
NEED RIGHT V+ i 
NOW ISN'T 


HH 


























TAIT eT 
Cr 


’) 
#4 ° 


OPENING UP 
IN MY 
MEMORIES... 











LIKE A DEEP, 
OREAMLESS 
SLEEP. 
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m1 













































































A LOOOONG 

TIME AGO... 

I WAS STILL 
A BABY... 





«YOU CAN'T 
REMEMBER 
THAT FAR 
BACK. 





























































































































oT WAS 
ALL ALONE 
SOMEWHERE 

DARK AND 

CRAMPED... 

AND I GET 
THE SENSE IT 
WAS REALLY 
‘SCARED OF 

it. 














NO... 
MAYBE 
IT WAS 
BEFORE I 
WAS EVEN 
BORN. 
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I KNOW. 
LET'S TAKE 
OFF OUR 
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IM LOSING 
FEELING IN 




































WE'VE LOST 

EVERYTHING 
ON THIS 

JOURNEY... 



































































AND NOW 
WE'VE EVEN 
LOST OUR 
LIGHT... 

















THE SOLIND OF 
OUR FOOTSTEPS 
DIGAPPEARS IN 

THE REPETITION... 





COMING FROM LWVE...?- 


DARKNESS, AND 
THEN RETURNING 
70 DARKNESS... 
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1 SHE 
SQUEEZES 
MINE BACK 

AGAIN... 


























JF THAT'S 
REALLY HOW 
ITS. 





+ THE 
BUILDINGS 
OUTSIDE... 
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BLACK 
SLAB IS. 
ALL THERE 
Is uP 








CLIMBING 
TO THE 
TOP, LET'S 


























CHII-CHAN, 


OFF YOURS 















































OR MAYBE WE 
SHOULD HAVE 
MADE FOR A 
DIFFERENT 
DESTINATION... 


MAYBE WE 
SHOULD HAVE 
TURNED BACK 











THEN MAYBE 
WE COULD 
HAVE FOUND 
A PLACE WITH 
MORE WARMTH 
AND FOOD... 
















































































WHY THE TWO 
OF US ARE 





ALONE IN THIS 
WORLD... 





































LIKE STARS: 
FALLING. 














SCARED I'D 
DISAPPEAR 
WITHOUT EVER 
KNOWING 
ANYTHING... 
ABOUT THIS 
BIG, WIDE 
WORLD. 





















«BUT WHEN 
I SQUEEZED 
YOUR HAND AS 
WE CLIMBED UP 
THOSE DARK 
STAIRS... 











GET 


iT. AND THEN I 


REALIZED... 
SEEING, 
TOUCHING, 


THE WHOLE 
WORLD. 
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‘I FEEL LIKE 
I WANTED 

TO SAY THAT 
FOR THE 
LONGEST 
TIME TOO. 

















LET'S TRY 
GOING TO 
THE EDGE... 
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Foe, 








AH, BUT 
THAT WOULD 
MAKE YOU 
THE 
UNHAPPIEST 




















see 




















—_ 





















































. 














_ 
sours 








| 
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WE SHOULD 














































UU HAVE 
me BULLET 


DETONATING 
IT, RIGHT? 
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PACKAGE: SOLID RATIONS 















































THIS TIME, 
IT REALLY IS 
OUR LAST... 

































































AND THEN 
WE'LL THINK 
ABOUT IT. 

















EAT... 


FIRST, WE 
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fi 
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SS 

















































































































SS 4 THAT HAL MEE LZ RO LETT] LUI TEE 
Was I CA A 
nice LLL, HW, tI) | 

eZ WOU), 
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THE 
END 



































AFTERWORD 














pass, and | want to believe that too... 


tev what, Chito ana Yuuvi believed that the joy 
H's what | had in mind as | Avew this...probably. 
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